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And there till Sunday did repose.5                              April 21
And into Rhodes we came at morn.
The city where was Herod born.6
THEY  TARRY   IN   RHODES  AND   PROCEED  TO   SATALIE
Rhodes was a very mighty town
And ancient; its antique renown
Was nigh to rival Rome's, although
'Tis hard the truth complete to know.                                1,290
So many dwellings are defaced
And wrecked, and walls and towers laid waste,
So many churches have survived,
So many folk here dwelt and lived
So many years, so many ages,
Throughout such diverse seignorages,
That no man could enumerate
Without annoyance very great.
Its nobleness and magnitude
Have fallen through decrepitude j                                      1,300
Nevertheless there still dwelt there
People who sold us provender $
And since it happened that the king
Was ill and somewhat suffering,
'Twas meet that we in Rhodes sojourn.
He strove to seek out and to learn
Whither his missing ships had gone.
His galleys he did wait upon
Which followed him close to the land,
And he enquired and made demand                                   1,310
About the tyrant king who reigned
O7er Cyprus's isle and who detained
The pilgrims there. Ten days we spent
In. Rhodes, and then, when forth we went,
5 The Itiner&rium (p. 179) says that they rested until Monday.
6 This reference to Herod is not found in the Itjnerarium and would seem to be
put in for the sake of the rhyme. Herod came of an Idumaean family and is supposed
by some to have come from Ascalon. We cannot find any other reference to his com-
ing from Rhodes.